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Applicants arc in receipt of an Advisory Action mailed January 2004, in the present 
case. The Advisory Action indicates that '*th€ proposed amendments will net be entered because 
they present additional claims -without canceling a corresponding number of finally rejected 
claims,^* 

Applicants respectfully disagree with the Examiner's characterization of the claims as 
•"finally rejected" 

In reviewing the OfHce Action mailed June 27, 2003, there is nothing to indicate it is a 
Final 0£[ice Action. In the Office Action Summaty, the Examiner has checked Box 2b: 'This 
action is non-final." 

There is nothing else in the Office Action to indicate that the Action was a 'Tinal Office 
Action*'- As such^ Applicants respectfully request that the Examiner withdraw the Advisory 
Action, consid^ the Amendments to the claims in the response filed November 26, 2003. 

Applicants submit that the amendments to the claims put the claims in condition for 
allowance* 

Conclusiaii 

In light of the above amendments and remarks^ Applicant believes that this case is now 
in condition for allowance. Should there be any remaining issues titiat remam unresolved, the 
Examiner is encouraged to telephone the undersigned. 
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Iq tiie unlikely event that the transmittal letter is scparsited fiom this docmxieixt and the 
Patent Office detcnnines that an extension and/or other relief is required, applicant petitions for 
any required relief including extensions of time and authorizes the Assistant Commissioner to 
charge the cost of such petitions and/or other fees due in connection with the filing of this 
. document to Deposit Account No. 03«1 952 referencing dodcet no» 5463220001 00 > However, 
the Assistant Commissioner is not au&orized to charge the cost of the isaue fee to the Deposit 
Account 



Respectfully suhmitted. 





Michael R. Ward 
Registration No, (38,<S51) 



Morrison & Foersterixp 
425 Madcct Street 

San Francisco, California 94105-2482 
Telephone: (4115) 268-6237 
Facsimile: (415)268^7522 
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